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MEMORANDUM FOR: Ambassador Collins 

SUBJECT: Integration of CAO DAI and HOA H AO Forces into 

National Army 


The Army Attache discussed current Viet-Nam Government 
action on the above subject with Defense Minister Minh IS 
November 1954 , and learned that the status of the integration 
program is as follows: 

1. Authority for integrating CAO DAI and HOA HAO forces 
is cont gained in Executive Decrees (9 Oct 54 and 3 Nov 54 
respectively) . 

2. 3000 of the forces of each sect, organized into infantry 
regiments, will join the National Army. 

3. BOth units, as part of the National Army, will be under 
the command of the Chief of Staff, Viet-Nam Army. 

4. Special . bureaus composed of representatives of the sects 
w iH be established in the Ministry of Defense to handle matter: 
pertaining to the regiments. (It remains to be seen whether 
these special bureaus will tend to infringe on the command 
authority of the Chief of Staff.) 


5. The regiments will be part of the General Reserve, Viet- 
namese National Army. 

6. Home stations will be TAY NINH for the CAO DAI and CAN 
THO or SADEC for the HOA HAO. 

7. There remain in each sect some 6000 auxilliary forces. 
These will be either demobilized or enlisted in the National 
Army. (In light of _ the proposed reduction of the National Army 
it would appear desirable to demobilize this group since their 
loyalty up to now has been to elements other than the National 
Army. ) 


8. Each sect in addition has dissident forces (numbers 
not yet available to me). These will be invited to join ut> 
peaceably, in which case integrated figures will be increased, 
or suffer the consequences. 


9. The Attache believes little if any actual integration 
has yet taken place. 




